
The Burns Club of London 
 

Birthday Festival Dinner 
 

Saturday 21st January 2017, 6:30 pm until 1:00 am 

 
Dress: Black tie or highland dress  

 

James Fairbairn, our president, writes; I am looking forward to welcoming members and guests to 

the Caledonian Club, 9 Halkin Street, London, for our 149th Birthday Festival Dinner on the 21
st
 of 

January 2017. Our main speaker for the evening is David Duff, Professor in Romanticism at Queen Mary, 

University of London.   

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

 

This is a very popular event so early booking is recommended to avoid disappointment. If it hasn't already 

sold out we will advertise to non members on the 2nd of January. Simply complete the attached booking 

form and return it with payment to our Treasurer at the address provided.  If you have any queries please 

email treasurer@bcol.org.uk or telephone David Morrison on 01277 829199.  

 
The Burns Club of London: Founded 1868: No 1 on the roll of The Robert Burns World Federation 

  

Club member, Callum Farrell-Morris has bravely agreed to propose 

the toast to the lassies and we are privileged indeed that Isla St Clair 

will give the reply.  We will have other songs and recitations 

interspersed through the evening and will enjoy the sound of our Club 

piper Neil Esslemont's pipes.   After the formal proceedings are over 

we will move across the corridor to the ballroom for the ceilidh, 

dancing  to David Hall and his Scottish Dance Band. David has 

performed at various of our events over the years and we are pleased 

that his latest diplomatic posting is close enough to London to allow us 

to enjoy his talents once again.  

David's Immortal Memory will explore the origins and antecedents of Auld 

Lang Syne before Burns got hold of it and created the song now known and 

sung all over the world at gatherings of friends and strangers alike.  David's 

talk will be illustrated by excerpts and songs from material that his researches 

have recently unearthed, sung by none other than Isla St Clair, now also a 

Club member, along with a male voice still to be confirmed. It is very fitting 

that it will be at the Burns Club of London that we will hear them sung, 

perhaps for the first time in over 250 years. Piano accompaniment will be 

from  David's daughter, Koshka, a graduate of the Royal College of Music. 

 

We will be running a raffle, proceeds from which will go to our chosen 

charities Scotscare, The Royal Caledonian Education Trust, Borderline 

and the Robert Burns World Federation. Please support the raffle 

generously. Raffle tickets will be priced at £5 but higher contributions 

will not be refused! Table wine will be available for purchase before 

and during dinner as well as other drinks from a cash bar. Tickets are 

priced at £75 which includes dinner to the Caley Club's high culinary 

standards, a glass of wine or soft drink on arrival and what I am sure 

will be a wonderful evening's entertainment. I hope that for a short time 

at least, we will each feel 'O'er a' the ills o' life victorious'. 

 



BOOKING FORM 
For The BURNS CLUB OF LONDON’S  Birthday Festival Dinner 

21st January 2017 

 
 

To: David Morrison, 124 Mill Road, Stock, Ingatestone, Essex, CM4 9LN 

 

 

Please reserve ____ places @ £75 per person. 

 

Cheque for  £_______  payable to The Burns Club of London enclosed.  If you prefer to pay by 

electronic transfer of funds please email treasurer@bcol.org.uk to make arrangements. 

 

Our names are: 

   

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

 

6. 

 

7. 

 

8. 

 

9. 

 

10. 

 

We would like, if possible, to sit near these friends: 

 

Please advise of any dietary requirements 

 

 

 

Signed______________________________________________  

 

Print Name___________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________ 

           __________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone________________________           email:_______________________________________ 

 

 
Please note that tickets are not issued for this event, but your booking will be validated by email or telephone. 
 
Cancellation Policy:  Reservations may be cancelled free of charge by 5pm, 14 days prior to the event.  However, 
cancellations after this time, as well as no shows, will be charged at full price. 


